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ASTR 3730: Fall 2003

Binary pulsar
In 1974, Russell Hulse and Joe Taylor discovered a pulsar in 
a close binary system. From analysis of the arrival time of the
pulses, they determined that the orbit was eccentric (e = 0.62),
with a period of 7.8 hours.
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Observed change in 
time of closest approach
matches the General
Relativity prediction.

Orbit shrinks by ~3 mm
per orbit of the binary
system.
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